
 
 

 

Office for Life Sciences Bulletin – 24 April 2020 

OLS Introduction 

The Office for Life Sciences (OLS) is a joint unit between the Department of Health & Social 

Care (DHSC) and Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS).  

This bulletin aims to keep the life sciences sector up to date on the latest guidance whilst the 

UK is in the transition period and during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, providing 

you with information from Government to help your members and networks prepare. 

If you would like to be added to the distribution list, please email 

Sonia.Davies@officeforlifesciences.gov.uk 

Update on EU Negotiations 

Round Two of negotiations began on Monday 20 April by videoconference and lasted until 

Friday. They included further constructive talks with the aim of making progress ahead of 

June, building on the talks to date which have identified the major areas where we agree and 

disagree. 

Please find more information about the EU negotiations, and the timetable for future rounds, 

here.  

Support for research 

UPDATED – Guidance on how investigators and sponsors should manage clinical trials 

during COVID-19 can be found here, including updates on accountability of investigational 

medicinal products and urgent safety measures, managing ongoing and halted trials, remote 

monitoring and signatures. 

Support to business 

NEW – The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme opened for applications on 20 April. 

Employers can now claim online for a grant for 80% of their furloughed employees’ salaries, 

up to a maximum of £2,500 per employee. Please click here to make a claim. 

HMRC have produced this step by step guidance on how to make a claim. There is also a 

calculator to help you work out your claim. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-by-uk-and-eu-negotiators-following-the-videoconference-on-15-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-clinical-trials-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjAuMjAzNjUzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY2xhaW0tZm9yLXdhZ2VzLXRocm91Z2gtdGhlLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWpvYi1yZXRlbnRpb24tc2NoZW1lIn0.GIFMcnLyCTXLa4GbI9S8FzHcgjEFmCaExS7viQkeqiI%2Fbr%2F77601761502-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7C63a041fe501747d5236d08d7e5149062%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637229749799039916&sdata=1CBmc%2F6JS3%2FrSOMfFUW%2B1bYnDhaBuziXvV%2F9aJs0eQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjAuMjAzNjUzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtam9iLXJldGVudGlvbi1zY2hlbWUtc3RlcC1ieS1zdGVwLWd1aWRlLWZvci1lbXBsb3llcnM_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lMGMwYjAwZi0xNWFlLTQ0NDMtYTVlZS0wYTllYTBmOTI3OGQmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Z292dWstbm90aWZpY2F0aW9ucyZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1pbW1lZGlhdGUifQ.DHzHarm00xr6MLasu0zYJ9U9cmwTnuRuGZzybAFzhqU%2Fbr%2F77601761502-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7C63a041fe501747d5236d08d7e5149062%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637229749799049870&sdata=%2BCjX%2BpY63N1rmTST8VfMS%2BGOKHJzuGg9szaq37Nl5hE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjAuMjAzNjUzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2Uvd29yay1vdXQtODAtb2YteW91ci1lbXBsb3llZXMtd2FnZXMtdG8tY2xhaW0tdGhyb3VnaC10aGUtY29yb25hdmlydXMtam9iLXJldGVudGlvbi1zY2hlbWUifQ.qsIhI_JG96qh2cS8OZhmZNzdx5r0ImzI5nrHkNMWBYA%2Fbr%2F77601761502-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7C63a041fe501747d5236d08d7e5149062%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637229749799049870&sdata=RvPVX%2B6D4pd3Gi4VfsrJBLE%2BZ6AyIwz5f82dtt76InU%3D&reserved=0


The Chancellor has also announced one month extension to the scheme. This means that 

the scheme will be open until the end of June, to reflect continuing lockdown measures. 

HMRC are holding live webinars providing an overview of the scheme to help employers and 

employees deal with the economic impacts of coronavirus. Register for a live webinar here. 

NEW – The Chancellor announced a new £1.25 billion government support package to help 

UK businesses driving innovation and development through the COVID-19 outbreak. The 

comprehensive package includes a new £500 million loan scheme for high-growth firms, 

called the Future Fund, and £750 million of targeted support for small and medium sized 

businesses focusing on research and development. Please find further details here, and 

apply for the Future Fund here. 

NEW – The new Business Support Checker Tool will help businesses and self-employed 

people across the UK to quickly and easily determine what financial support is available to 

them during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please find the tool here. 

NEW – Guidance on financial support available for education organisations can be found 

here. 

NEW – Please find the speech, slides and datasets for the Chancellors 20 April COVID-19 

update here and here, and from 21 April here. 

NEW – BEIS have created the Coronavirus Business Support Blog to help business get the 

support they need to help with the impact of COVID-19. The blog includes case studies from 

businesses who have or will be accessing government support, and posts from people 

across government and business. 

UPDATED – the Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Load Scheme is now open for 

applications, please apply here. 

NEW – the British Pharmacopoeia have published a dedicated page to provide customer 

updates during the pandemic, including information products and services and free access 

to supportive pharmacopoeial texts. You can find more information here. 

UPDATED – Please find guidance on coronavirus testing for essential workers who are self-

isolating here. 

Guidance from MHRA 

NEW – The MHRA approved the COVID-19 Oxford Vaccine Trial request in a little over one 

working week, please see the press release here. 

UPDATED – MHRA work to identify regulatory flexibilities continues in dialogue with 

industry, DHSC and other stakeholders. Additional flexibilities on inspections and good 

practice have been published here. 

Useful Links 

• Gov.uk/transition provides a central hub of resources for the transition period 

• You can sign up to email alerts about the transition period on GOV.UK at this link. 

• EU citizens and other interested stakeholders can sign up for Home Office email updates 

about developments on the status of EU citizens in the UK after we leave the EU and the 

next steps for EU citizens in the UK at this link. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjAuMjAzNjUzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NoYW5jZWxsb3ItZXh0ZW5kcy1mdXJsb3VnaC1zY2hlbWUtdG8tZW5kLW9mLWp1bmUifQ.wYv4SZb_g7SjdowVYwS8GN9-ziRNs0JjudHJQAS4N3w%2Fbr%2F77601761502-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7C63a041fe501747d5236d08d7e5149062%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637229749799059826&sdata=6x0SWXEfidpXe4X8IPyYCFZZbAeNW93hmubCEKks5Zo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjAuMjAzNjUzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JlZ2lzdGVyLmdvdG93ZWJpbmFyLmNvbS9ydC81Mzc1NzQxNDUyNjk5NzA2ODgyP3NvdXJjZT1BcHItSE1SQy1EQ1MtSlJTLUFnZW50cy0zIn0.NrOuF_8pzAvQwrne-ezbOPbqruq9CQfQK1YYmB4g8eA%2Fbr%2F77601761502-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7C63a041fe501747d5236d08d7e5149062%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637229749799059826&sdata=DywWd2%2BCyru4crQUIUM4Jyrfw%2FbNwWQU%2BYKZdHmkKM0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/billion-pound-support-package-for-innovative-firms-hit-by-coronavirus?utm_source=ffc40ed9-89b2-4764-a93e-a02315d7e575&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/future-fund
https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-delivers-daily-coronavirus-update-20-april-2020?utm_source=372a5d39-f7e0-4a23-8b1a-bd6b3da8aeda&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/slides-and-datasets-to-accompany-coronavirus-press-conference-20-april-2020?utm_source=1ddb1265-26d7-4f2d-a1c3-5382313b7253&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/slides-and-datasets-to-accompany-coronavirus-press-conference-21-april-2020?utm_source=b5977f3c-eddd-4b5a-b955-e79305f581d7&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjIuMjA0NzQ4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2J1c2luZXNzc3VwcG9ydC5ibG9nLmdvdi51ay8ifQ.BVB2OcZf2KBWM0fSzfKLTN-XC65Th9vg89S8nEzXHcU%2Fbr%2F77688019237-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7C88f876f827584a3a38b708d7e69f9f2c%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637231445559752214&sdata=1T8eQCvcgxqLDSjAGQFHUBVGqEM7OdJTa9a7JCunLSo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-large-business-interruption-loan-scheme#history
https://www.pharmacopoeia.com/html/331?utm_source=TSO&utm_medium=Carousel&utm_campaign=covid19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-approves-covid-19-vaccine-trial-in-7-working-days
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mhra-regulatory-flexibilities-resulting-from-coronavirus-covid-19#inspections-and-good-practice
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/email-signup/?topic=/government/brexit
https://gov.smartwebportal.co.uk/homeoffice/public/webform.asp?id=67&id2=627DF7


• Access the ‘Check How to Export Goods’ tool here for the information you need to export 

goods out of the UK market. 

• Click here for more information and advice on exporting. 

• Click here for updated information on the Covid-19 response from the Department for 

Health and Social Care and Public Health England. 

• Click here for a list of Business Representative Organisations and Trade Associations 

you can speak with to get advice. 

• Specific information for businesses and employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland, 

and Wales is available. In England, Growth Hubs can advise on local and UK 

Government business support. 

• COVID 19 key contact details: 

o General offers of help from industry: gcfcovid19enquiries@cabinetoffice.gov.uk, 

or visit this webpage. 

o To offer your support producing ventilators please contact the Business Support 

Helpline for England on 0300 456 3565 or ventilator.support@beis.gov.uk. 

o If you have already offered to assist on the ventilators project but not received a 

reply, please contact existing.ventilators@dhsc.gov.uk. 

o Share the impact COVID-19 is having on your organisation with 

intel@beis.gov.uk 

o To provide feedback on MHRA engagement please contact 

engagement@mhra.gov.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/check-duties-customs-exporting
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.great.gov.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7CElspeth.Bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7Ce131778eb74543ccd8d608d7aee94bff%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637170189658762254&sdata=LD1myEe99Y%2BxI41ZUs7MtFJn7SPGVG9pHRQlQ01bV6A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/support-for-businesses-from-outside-of-government/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MTcuMjAyODMyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NvdmlkLTE5LWd1aWRhbmNlLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLWZvci1uaS1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWVtcGxveWVycz91dG1fc291cmNlPTI5NmFlYmM5LTM0NjAtNDhhNC1iNmJmLWNlNzExOWUxNGEzNiZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3Z1ay1ub3RpZmljYXRpb25zJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWRhaWx5In0.p-8G9KCu2t_HLB_7TOxZXpF31trUvHpqr9Q2EJGyrps%2Fbr%2F77536520663-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc7a52baab7db4304386a08d7e2bfd651%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637227185877894169&sdata=QfgDBfH1WC%2F15z5W%2BLa11CRSnL8DyDjxg2g33pKI864%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MTcuMjAyODMyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tZm9yLWluZGl2aWR1YWxzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWluLXNjb3RsYW5kIn0.T33th3_2DJdCNLyR_ehRVboHcp-Air3ZdSP_sg_eIWc%2Fbr%2F77536520663-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc7a52baab7db4304386a08d7e2bfd651%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637227185877904157&sdata=aucA%2BI4X%2Fb3JIDjPUJC6b2joShhIafhg6wXCNkZRhQI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MTcuMjAyODMyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tZm9yLWluZGl2aWR1YWxzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWluLXdhbGVzIn0.KM7gi05B8mDfuRGfzdIhyqc67iA8aeiGD2uyx0bjmSI%2Fbr%2F77536520663-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc7a52baab7db4304386a08d7e2bfd651%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637227185877904157&sdata=Ch1l0O9A5afR4xjYQsKsDfvmQyo7c%2BrCLftzw5Ati7s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MTcuMjAyODMyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sZXBuZXR3b3JrLm5ldC9ncm93dGgtaHVicy8ifQ.qsdrv_MlTQNjtnWozxXNP8BM_uL9ay8ChUKAlToLMw0%2Fbr%2F77536520663-l&data=02%7C01%7Celspeth.bailey%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc7a52baab7db4304386a08d7e2bfd651%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637227185877904157&sdata=iM%2BjO%2BuA%2BwjOB8G8qo55PQFyjV1ZvTJrPGxSi02Rpcs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:gcfcovid19enquiries@cabinetoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus-support-from-business
mailto:ventilator.support@beis.gov.uk
mailto:existing.ventilators@dhsc.gov.uk
mailto:intel@beis.gov.uk
mailto:engagement@mhra.gov.uk

